
 

Fresh Mozzarella Pasta Salad

You can’t get much more American than a 
pasta salad. Make this colorful concoction for 
your 2012 Labor Day celebration. Ingredients

Ingredients

 1 cup uncooked orzo pasta
 1 1/2 cups cubed fresh 

mozzarella cheese
 2 fresh plum tomatoes, seeded and cut 

into bite-sized pieces 
 1/4 cup chopped fresh basil 
 1 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 
 salt to taste 
 1 tablespoon olive oil, or as needed 

Directions
Fill a large pot with lightly salted water and bring 
to a rolling boil over high heat. Stir in the orzo 
and return to a boil. Cook the pasta uncovered, 
stirring occasionally, until cooked through, but 
still firm to the bite; about 10 minutes. Drain well 
and let cool.

Mix the mozzarella cheese cubes, tomatoes, 
basil, crushed red pepper flakes and salt with 
olive oil in a salad bowl. Gently mix in the orzo 
pasta and toss lightly to coat the ingredients 
with oil.

Source: http://allrecipes.com/

The psychology of paint color

Did you know that color can 
evoke very visceral 
responses by humans? From 
the mood we’re in, to our 
appetites and even our heart 
rates, the paint on the walls 
affects us all. So how is your 
homes’ paint color impacting 
you - or even a potential 
buyer?

Red: Considered to be in the 
“warm” family of colors, the range of reds evokes a 
strong reaction, producing feelings of intimacy, 
energy, and passion. Restaurants are often red 
because the color also induces a strong appetite. 

Orange: Orange also falls into the “warm”
category, but is considered a friendlier color, which 
is why they are often found in children’s rooms.

Yellow: The brightness associated with yellow 
produces feelings of happiness and warmth. Low 
lit areas are great places for this shade, but in 
common areas or bedrooms, yellow can cause 
anxiety because of its brightness.

Blue: This “cooler” shade is fondly associated with 
the ocean which is why it is associates with a 
sense of tranquility. Common uses for blue are in 
the bedroom, which is the central location for 
relaxation.

Green: Like blue, green is also a “cool” color. It is 
commonly associated with the earth and therefore 
makes a great accent color in kitchens, living 
rooms, and bathrooms. The color is calming and 
bright at the same time which is why green is a 
great choice for many areas of the home. 

Neutrals: Neutrals include tans, greys, whites, and 
shades of black. These colors are a designer’s 
best friend and don’t necessarily evoke a specific 
emotion. However, their virtue lies in their ability to 
be turned up or turned down in color intensity.



 

How to Buy and Sell your Home at the Same Time

For many homeowners, buying and selling a home at the same time raises lots of questions. When do you 
start looking for the new home? At what point do you put your current home on the market? And what 
happens if you get an offer on your current house before you close on another one?

The key to combining your buying and selling process is timing. When 
you are able to make smart timing decisions you’ll increase your 
chances of moving seamlessly from one house to the next. While that 
process is not completely within your control, there are certain steps 
you can take early on to make the transition easier as you come closer 
to closing on a home.

Find an expert. A good real estate agent is a reliable and 
knowledgeable expert on buying and selling a home at the same time. 

They’ll understand current trends that will help you expertly time your transition to the new house AND get 
the most money when you sell the home.

Know the Market. A real estate agent is also a great resource to help you understand your local market. 
Based on current market data, the condition of your home, comparable homes in the neighborhood, 
among other factors, they’ll be able to determine how much your home will realistically sell for. 

Know your Finances. Before the real estate shift in 2008, homeowners often leveraged the equity in their 
home to open a home equity line of credit (HELOC). They would borrow 95 to 100 percent of the home’s 
value and then use that money toward the down payment of the new home. This made it really easy to 
close on a new home and sell the current home quickly. Today however, depreciated home values and 
strict lending options have made it difficult to open a HELOC. Yet, homeowners who have enough equity 
to sell their existing home and can come up with a down payment for another one are going to have an 
easier time buying and selling at the same time. As you look at your options, know where you stand 
financially, how much equity you have in your current home, and how much money you can reasonably 
use toward the down payment of a new house. But also know that there are many options for those 
homeowners who may not fall into that category. 

Make a Few Quick Fixes. Price and condition are the two most important factors that affect the saleability 
of your home. And investing money up front to spruce up the yard, redo kitchen cabinets, or even repaint 
the walls has been proven to significantly increase the likelihood that your home will sell faster.

Start Shopping for a Home. If you and your agent agree that listing your home is a good decision, you’ll 
need to start your own home search process. Start looking at homes before you put yours on the market 
so that you have an idea of how quickly you will be able to find the next one based on your search criteria. 

When you’re ready, list the home. Actually putting the home on the market is a careful dance that depends 
largely on how fast you think you will be able to find and close on your new home. The previous step will 
help you make that decision. However, if you put the home on the market and the right buyer comes along 
quicker than you anticipated, there are contingencies you can add to the contract to give you more time to 
find your new home. 

Buying and selling a home at the same time has its challenges, yet homeowners make it happen 
everyday. I’d be happy to walk you through some of the buying and selling scenarios or even begin your 
home search process.

If you are currently working with another Broker please do not consider this a solicitation.
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